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By'a singular combination of misfortunes, a little
before the tragedy of Queretaro was announced
the French Emperor had seen himself defeated in
a paltry scheme of annexation. By a private
bargain with its titular sovereign, the King of
Holland, he had hoped to possess himself of the
Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, a detached fragment
of the old Germanic Confederation, deriving im-
portance only from the great fortress with which
its little capital used to be crowned. Unfortunately,
Prussia still kept the fortress garrisoned with her
troops, and, on hearing of the bargain made behind
her back, refused to let it pass into the hands of a
rival Power. War seemed imminent, but was
temporarily averted, chiefly through the exertions
of Lord Stanley, the English Conservative Foreign
Minister, who assembled a European Conference
In London and persuaded both parties to submit
their claims to its decision. It was agreed that the
fortress should be demolished, and that the Grand
Duchy should be constituted as a neutral and
independent territory. But the real diplomatic
victory remained with the conquerors of Sadowa,
whose breechloaders Napoleon III. was evidently
afraid to face.

In the autumn of the same year, 1867, Garibaldi,
with the almost undisguised approval and support
of the Italian Government, led his volunteers to an
attack on Rome, whence the French garrison had
been withdrawn some years previously on an
understanding that Italy was to suspend her designs
for its annexation, at least during the lifetime of the
reigning Pope. Garibaldi was within reach of
success when the arrival of a French force,
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